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FOREWORD

'l'lrc purpose of this pamphlet is to provide all units and intelligence
ntirfl,r witlr thc means for quick and accurate identification of Soviet Army
{ t r tIlr.i

l lrrilirrrns of the Soviet Air Force and para-military forces are not
Irr, lrrrlcrl irr this publication. The similarity of these uniforms and also
tlurr:r nl slrorc-based Naval personnel and that worn by many state
.rrlrlovc(:s with uniforms of the Soviet Army should be noted. Great
,:il.= r1 ilcccsslrry to avoid confusion of identification

llre inlirrnration given in this pamphlet is based on Soviet Dress
lrr='llntrons published in 1959 by the Ministry of Defence of the USSR.
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loviet

Arm(l)

(l)
f nry
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Voisk
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General Armii

General Polkovnik

General Leitenant

General Maior

Minister of Defence

Chief of the General
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Director of an Arm
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Category and rank Transliteration Usual appointments (2)

(a) (b) (c)

Colonel

Lieutenant Colonel

Major

Polkovnik

Podpolkovnik

Maior

Brigade or Regimenta
Commander

Battalion Commander
2IC of a Regiment

Motor Rifle Battaliol
Commander
2IC of a Battalion

Iunlor officers

lntermediate Command
Personnel

Srednii Komandnyi
Sostav

Captain

Senior Lieutenant

Lieutenant

Junior Lieutenant

Kapitan

Starshii Leitenant

Leitenant

Mladshii Leitenant

Company, etc.
Commander

2IC Company, etc.

Platoon, etc.
Commander

Platoon or Tank
Commander

Non-commissioned
officers

Junior Command
Personnel

Mladshii Komandnyi
Sostav

Warrant officer/Senior

NCO
Senior Sergeant

Sergeant

Junior Sergeant

Starshina

Starshii Serzhant

Serzhant

Mladshii Serzhant

Sergeant-Major
2IC Platoon, etc.

Detachment
Commander

Section Commander

Men
Rank and file Ryadovoi Sostav

Senior Soldier/Lance-
Corporal

Private Soldier

Efreitor
Ryadovoi

2IC Section

| ',rrrrrr rlr.ss rogulations are designed to make the uniforms of each
'i rr' r!"^ rlr'.rrrcr. They achieve_this not only by having badges of rank,l,'r -rl,', ,r', rlt.sc'ihed in later Chapters, by ihe-variety-of uiiforms and
tlr"lt'rrlot trltt'ttls,
I r rflir Fr r';r(lcts and SUVoRov School cadets are not included in the
==r+rr, rrlrr' 1rl. 1';1(gg.ry and rank since they are special classes of soldiers.
ll"r1, '. " rli:ilirrcrive uniforms and officeicadets use the badges of iank of
+ilrrl I Ir1ililil\si(}lted oflicgrs.

SIIC]TION 2. - BADGES OF RANK
I l*l ere
: ,lli'r=r'i'rrrrks are shown by the size, number and arrangement of
=lar+ r rrrrlrrrcrl with the pentre stripes on shoulder-boards (pbcoNy).I r<1,1,= .r 'rlit'cls' badges of rank is shown below. It shorild be note'd
rl*4r ir ,rrlrlrti.rr lo their stars of rank, Marshals of the Soviet union wear
*lre rr'rrirrrrrrl rrnrrs, and chief Marshals of Arm wear laurel leaves.

6EHH
MariL+t ( hicf Marshal Marshal Army Colonel
',f +lre of Arm of Arm Cunul.f il;;i

=.r.lEi 
I Irrlr'lr

t iE,,lE,r4|l Malor COlonel Lieutenant
t:Ei1Er ?l ( rrrltcral COlOnel

ffiffi

ffiffi

*

Maior

Notes 1. Chief Marshals and Marshals of Arm are found only in thc
Artillery, Arrnoured and Mechanised Troops, Engineers ancl
Signals.

2. The usual appointments shown for ranks are examples anrl
there are many variations.

2

Junior
Lieutenant

(s

*

I a;rl*111 Senior Lieutenant
I ioutenant



Senior Sergeant

Other ranks
6. The table below shows the system
officers' ranks on shoulder-boardi.

Yefreytor
(Lance Corporal)

of indicating non-commissione(l

CHAPTER 2

ARMS AND SERVICES

:;I ('I'ION 3. - BADGES OF ARMS AND SERVICES

il:rrip'r'r; .l'Arms and services are shown in the following table.

,\ r rn/Scrvice

(:r)

Badge Description of badge

(b) (c)

@

\-/
'dt&/' \&

#f
{-

"=M_
/1]1\

Five-point star surrounded
by two oak-leaf branches

Open parachute with two
aircraft in background

Crossed gun barrels

Tank

Small red star with wings
and lightning flashes

5

1irl.',lr'

=-:pr, rl= <ri,l Il,r,lro
i . a,-,i, .. i

Sergeant Junior Sergeant

Private



Arm/Service Badge Description of badge

(a) (b) (c)

Engineer also
AA Searchlight,

Construction and
Airfield Engineer,

Engineer Repair and
Maintenance,

Mechanical-Assembly
and Work Units

Motor Transport and
Military Roads Units

Railway Troops and
Military Communica-
tions Service

Chemical Engineer-
Technical of all arms

Fuel SuPPIY 
l t""t ni""t

Fire Fighting iSchools
Pipe-laying Units

Military Topography

la

v*d
a*s", \5 .a.i::i 

'. 
: i

l^ .ctlqxEJ

ffi
ffi

ffi

Bulldozer pictured on a
circular saw super-
imposed on anchor and
lightning flashes

Vehicle wheels with steer-
ing gear and wings

Small red star with anchor,
wings, hammer and
adjustable wrench

Adjustable wrench
hammer

Small red star with adjust-
able wrench and hammer

@\ H,/.-2..S-

\

ffi
/:>//

W
&d,
\/

ffi,-?J-

ffi

,\rm/Service

I rrlr-lrrlirnce and
Arlrrinistrative

Dcscription of badge

Silver five-point star
surrounded bv two oak-
leaf branches-

Silver goblet with a serpent

Goblet with a serpent

Shield with two swords

Silver pick and shovel

(c)(a)

, I t sh.uld be noted that all these badges are golden except those oftheI'r.rrtl;r'ce, Administrative and veterinary services and of the workmen.'t N{rlitary Construction Detachments.
't l'or irctive service, khaki coloured badges are also worn.
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SECTION 4. -ARM AND SERVICE COLOURS

10. In peace-time, a simple system of arm and service colours is worn on
most items of uniform, and aids quick recognition.

11, Generally, arms and services have a predominant colour and in most
cases, a second colour which is less noticeable used for trimmings. The
system is therefore one of a combination of colours

L2. This table shows the colours worn by the various arms and services.
A complete table of the colours of separate items of uniform is given at
Appendix 1. A study of this is not necessary until the variety of u-niforms
has been examined.

Predominsnt colour Second colour Arm/Service

(a) (b) (c)

MAGENTA

BLACK

BLACK

MAGENTA

RED

Ivlotorised Rifle
Intendance
Justice

Artillery
Armour
Motor Transport includ-

ing motor transport
units of every Arm

Engineer, Road, Construc-
ti_on and Pipe laying
Units

Signals
Radio Technical
Military Topography
AA Searchlight
Railway Troops excluding

officers
Fuel SuPPIY lTechnical

Fire Fightin, f 
Schools

DARK BLUE

I

8

I'rcdominant

Iil,ACK

I}I,ACK

ITI,ACK

I'ARK

I,I(;IIT

t \ccording

colour

(a)

GREEN

BLUE

to the Arm in

Second colour I Arm/Service

(b) (c)

LIGHT BLUE

BLACK

RED

LIGHT BLUE

vhich they serve)

Military Communications
Service

Officers of Railway Troops

Chemical

Workmen in Military
Construction Detach-
ments

Medical Officers
Veterinary Officers
Administrative Officers

Airfield Engineer
(Also worn by all Air
Force personnel)

Engineer-Technical
NCO-s Mgdi_cal, Veterinary

and Administrative

9



SECTION 4. - ARM AND SERVICE COLOURS

10. In peace-time, a simple system of arm and service colours is worn on
most items of uniform, and aids quick recognition.

11. Generally, arms and services have a predominant colour and in most
cases, a second colour which is less noticeable used for trimminss. The
system is therefore one of a combination of colours

t2. This table shows the colours worn by the various arms and services.
A complete table of the colours of separate items of uniform is given at
Appendix l. A study of this is not necessary until the variety of uniforms
has been examined.

Predominant colour Second colour Arm/Service

(a) (b) (c)

MAGENTA

BLACK

BLACK

MAGENTA

RED

I
DARK BLUE

I

Ivlotorised Rifle
Intendance
Justice

Artillery
Armour
Motor Transport includ-

ing motor transport
units of every Arm

Engineer, Road, Construc-
tion and Pipe Laying
Units

Signals
Radio Technical
Military Topography
AA Searchlight
Railway Troops excluding

officers
Fuel SuPPIY lTechnical

Fire Fighting iSchools

8

lrrcdominsnt colour

lll,AcK

Iil,ACK

BI,ACK

I)ARK GREEN

I,IGHT BLTJE

LIGHT BLUE

BLACK

Military Communications
Service

Officers of Railway Troops

Chemical

(a)

Workmen in Military
Construction Detach-
ments

ical Officers
eterinary Officers

istrative Officers

LIGHT BLUE irfield Engineer
(Also worn by
Force personnel)

Air

Technical
Medical, Veterinary
Administrative

(According to the Arm in which they serve)

and



CHAPTER 3

TJNIFORMS

SECTION 5. - OUTLINE

I 1, Four types of uniform are worn on different occasions.
(a) Parade on Duty.
(b) Parade - Walking Out.
(c) Everyday.
(d) Field.

l1"l Except for Field dress, the uniform styling is quite distinctive for,llicers and extended service non-commissi6ned offii:ers *tto ilr,n trr"
tcgnlrr cadre of the soviet 4tqy, conscripts have only three iinds of
rrrrilirrrn, two of which have dual-functions. '

(a) Parade - Walking Out.
(b) Everyday - Field.
(c) Work Dress.

15. There is no numbering system for these uniforms which are eachrrrlrtlivided into Summer and- winter dress. The nomeniiuture ureo
rlelines the purpose of each type of uniforrn.

16. The uniforms are.illustrated and explained in the rest of this chapter* lhc reverse ofthe order-givenin paragriph 13. The g"n"tui iuies for thewcuring-of uniform are shbwn in ftre n*otes to Appendil r. n giossa.y or
lcrrrrinology with Russian transliteration is in Ap:pendix 2-



SECTION 6. -FIELD UNIFORMS

Summer uniforms

17. Oficers' in temperate climates. Figure l.
(a) cAP

(b)

(c)

(d)

The cap, chinstrap, buttons and oval cap badge are completely
khaki. 

- 
The oval cap badge is worn only by officers.

B.LOUSE (GIMNASTrcRKA)
The blouse is khaki and has a high collar. Medal ribbons and
badges are worn. Collar and cuffs may be unbuttoned on the
march.

SHOULDER BOARDS
The shoulder boards are khaki and are detachable. Details are
shown later in this Section. The only recognition features are
on the shoulder boards. Rank is shown by khaki stars and the
arm of service by the coloured @ntre stripe(s) and khaki badge.

SAM BROWhIE BELT
The leather Sam Browne belt is of familiar pattern' Its function
is to carry a pistol holster worn on the right hip, and accoutrel
ments. ihe-plain buckle shown is not worn by generals and
marshals who wear instead a buckle with a brass five-point
star in the centre.

BREECIIES
The breeches are plain khaki and have no piping.

(o Boors
The boots are regulation black leather high boots.

(e) GLovEs
Brown gloves may be worn.

Oficers' tropical. Figure 2.

(a) HAT
The hat is a wide-brimmed panama in khaki with a chinstrap.

(b) BLOUSE AND BREECHES
The material is similar to khaki drill. Whilst the high collar is
retained on the blouse, the sleeve cuffs are loose.

(e)

li

j

I rr.

ll,

Fig. I

Officers' summer field uniform
for temperate climltes.

Fig.2

Ofrcers' tropical $rnmer
fteld uniform.

l3t2



19. Extended service non-commissioned fficers'. Figure 3. This differsfrom officers' uniforms shown in figures t-';nd z ir ilr"-r"il"*ini Jetaitr:-
(a) cAP

This is the khaki field service cap (pILOTKA). A red star
badge is worn on both this cap urril tir. p"*-uiat'.

(b) sHor.tLDER BOARDS
Rank bars are red. The arm of service badge is the only meansof recognition.

20. o.fficers'.rain cape." Figule {. The rain cape is of khaki waterproof
material and has a hood attached. It is worn by all officers ano eiienaeo
service non-commissioned qSgers. The style ij alstinCtive fio- iii. ,uincape worn by conscripts which is shown it Figure 7. ltrnuv-U. *orn
over any tbrm of uniform including greatcoat an-d special winte'r ctottring.
9:fE*:tlgJlil_"qpe is roued in"cl carriio ;;th?;h;"i0", ,tri-p; orparade is may be carried over the left arm.

Fig.3

Extended service non-
commissioned officerst
summer field uniform.

Fig.4

Officers' rain cape
worn with summer

ffeld uniform.

l5



21. Conscripts' in temperute climates. Figure 5. This is also the every-
day uniform for conscripts.

(a) CAP
This is the field service cap @ILOTKA), with red star badge.

(b) BLOUSE (GTMNASTYORKA)
Except in quality of material, this is the same as that worn by
officers and extended service non-commissioned officers.

(c) SHOULDER BOARDS
These are detachable. The shape ofthe top is different and the
size 

_ 
slightly bigge_r than thoie shown in previous figures.

Rank bars are red and the arm of service badge is the only
means of recognition.

BELT
The regulation brown leather belt has a brass buckle on which
is a five-point star with the hammer and sickle in the centre.
BREECHES
The khaki breeches are worn tucked into the high blackboots.
They are reinforced at the knees.

Conscripts' tropical. Figure 6.

(a) HAT
The hat is a khaki panama with chin strap and red star badge.

(b) BLOUSE
The blouse is similar to the GIMNASTYORKA except that it
has a turn-down collar. In cool weather the collar isbuttoned
up. The material of the blouse and breeches is similar to
khaki drill.

(d)

(e)

22.

Fig.5

Conscripts' stunmer fiekl uniform
for temperate climates.

Fig.6-

Conscripts' tropical sumrner
ffeld uniform.

t7l6



23. Conscripls' rain cape - ground sheet. Figure 7. The material is
khaki waterproof. A hood is attached and it has five buttons on the
front flap. The rules for wearing this are the same as those for the officers'
rain cape in Figure 4. When wearing equipment the rain cape is carried
either in the rucksack or if this is not worn, on the back strap of the
shoulder harness as shown in Figures illustrating battle order.

24. ll'omen fficers'. Figure 8.

(a) HAT
This is a khaki beret with a khaki oval cap badge.

(b) DRBSS
The dress is khaki woollen fabric. Shoulder boards and Sam
Browne belt are similar to those worn by male officers. Medal
ribbons and badges are worn.

(c) FOOT WEAR
Light brown stockings are worn with black leather high boots.

(d) ACCESSORTES
Brown gloves and the officers' rain cape may be worn.

Fig.7 Fig.8

Women officerst summer
field uniform.

rain cape -sheet.

l9

Conscripts'
ground

l8
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Winter uniforms

25. Marshals' and Generals'. Figure 9.

(a) HAT
General officers and full colonels wear the grey high fur hat
(PAPAKIA). The top of the hat is coloured according to
arrn or service and there are two gold stripes placed crosswise' on it. The coloirr of the top is the same as the colour of the
gorget patches on the greatsoat. The colour code for marshals
and generals is at (d) below. Colonels wear the predominant
colour of their arrn or service. The cap badge is of gilt and
oval shaped with red star in the centre.

(b) GREATCOAT
The greatcoat (SIIINEI,) is dark grey in colour. Collar edges,
outer seam, pocket flaps and cuffs are piped in red for all
marshals and generals except those of Engineer, Signal and
Technical Troops and Intendance Service who wear magenta
piping. It is worn over summer field uniform.

(c) SHOLILDER BOARDS
The field shoulder boards are normally sewn on. The colour
of the piping is the same as the greatcoat piping and follows
the rule given in (b) above.

(d) GORGET PATCHES
Gorget patches are piped with gold thread. The colour code
for manshals' and generals' gorget patches varies from the rules
for ar,m and service colours. The code is explained in this
table:-
RED Marshals of the Soviet Union.

Marshals and generals of Motorized Rifle
Troops and Legal Service.

BLACK Marshals and generals of Artillery and
, Arrnoured Troops.

MAGENTA Marshals and generals of Technical, Engineer
and Signal Troops and Intendance Service.

DARK GREEN Generals of Medical and Veterinary services.

Oak leaves are worn on the gorget patches of Marshals of the
Soviet Union, all other marshals and generals wear laurel
leaves.

SAM BROWNE BELT
The five-point star buckle worn by general officers is shown.

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS
A grey scarf and brown gloves bre worn.

26. Officers'. Figure 10.

(a) HAT
The hat is the grey fur cap with ear flaps (SHAPKA USHANKA)
with gilt oval cap badge. The top is not coloured.

Greatcoat see Page 22 
20

(e)

(f)

Fig.9

Marshals' and generals'
winter field uniform.

Fig. 10

winter field uniform.

2l
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(b) GR.EATCOAT
This is dark grey and has no piping. It is worn over summer
field uniform. Shoulder boards are the field pattern and are
sewn on. Gorget patches are of, the predominant arm or
service colour and gilt afl:n or service badges are worn on them"

(c) Other items worn are the same as shown for Figure 9.

Extended service non-commissioned officers also wear this uniform.
The only differences are the shoulder boards and the red star cap hadge.

27. Conscripts'. Figure 1tr.

(a) CAP
The cap is the grey SI{APKA LISHANKA with red star badge.

(b) GREATC0AT
The grey greatcoat is plain with no buttons visible. It is worn
over the sumn'ler field uniform.

(c) SH0ULDER tsCIARDs
The khaki field shoulder boards are detachable" Ann or
service badges are not worn on them.

(d) GOR.GET PATCH$S
" The gorget patches are of the predominant arrn or service

colour, unpiped and have the arm or service badge at the top.

(e) OTIIER ITEMS
Reguiation brown leather belt and brown gloves are also worn.

28. Women fficers'. Figure 12.

(a) HAT
The hat is a plain steel grey fur hat with oval cap badge.

(b) GREATCOAT
This is a plain pattern dark grey in colour. It has khaki field
shoulder boards and is worn with the Sam Browne belt oven
summer field uniform.

(c) OTHER ITEMS
A grey scarf and brown gloves are worn.

Fig. 11

Conscriptso winter
field uniform.

Fig. 12

Wornen officerst winter
fiekl uniform.

22 23



Battle uniforms and equipment

29. Infantry in light summer battle order. Figures 13 and 14.

(a) STEEL HELMET

(b)

(c)

The shape is the principal feature for recognition.

EQI.IIPMENT
The belt and shoulder harness may be leather, imitation leather
or plastic covered webbing. The equipment worn is duck and
includes a twin pocket grenade bag, flask in fabric case, shovel
and carrier, ammunition pouches or magazine carrier, respirator
carrier, case for protective clothing and oil can holder. The
belt buckle is steel. The respirator carrier clips onto rings
fitted to the shoulder harness. The shoulder harness is worn
over the shoulder boards. First aid kit is carried in the ieft
hand pocket of the blouse.

I.'NIFORM
The uniform shown is the summer field uniform for conscripts.
Greatcoat and rucksack are carried in transport.

rl

l
I

Fig. t3

Sub-machine gunner in
light summer batfle order.

Fig. 14

Rear view of Fig. 13.

24
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30. Infantry infull summer marching order- Figure 15'

(a) cAP
The PILOTKA is normally worn and the steel helmet is carried
in the rucksack.

(b) EQI.IPMENT
In iddition to the equipment shown in Figures t1 gd.14, the
rucksack is carried. 

- If has a separate harness which is worn
over the normal shoulder harness and it has a breast strap

. (shown in Figure 16). The greptcoat is rolled and strapped
into the ruc[sack. 

'The 
rucksack is waterproof and carries

steel helmet, ground sheet, foot cloths, rations with a kettle,
iin *ug, p6rional effects and in the outside pocket, toilet
articles.

31. Infantry in full winter marching order. Figure 16. This consists of

"or*uf 
winier lield uniform with equipment worn over the greatcoat.

The breast strap ofthe rucksack halness is shown.

32- Infantrv winter baltle order. This is the same as winter marching
oia"iJr rtro*n in Figure 16, except that the steel helmet is worn in place

oi tn" i"i"up. Witfr'out the ruclisack, -light winter battle order requires

itt" ru*" equipment shown in Figures 13 and 14 worn over the greatcoat.

I

Fig. 15

Rifleman in fult sunmer
marching order.

Fig. 16

Rifleman in full winter
marching order.
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33. Armoured Troops. Figure 17.

(a) TANK HELMET
The black helmet worn. by tank troops is primarily a headset
helmet with a throat microphone for^wirel6ss communication.
The protgctive ribs.for the brow, top of the head and temples
give the helmet a distinctive shape. The winter helmet hajfur
lining.

(b) OVERALLS
The overalls are made of black hard-wearing material. Thev
are single piece garments which button up tfr'e front and havl
pocket on rhe left breast and right rhigh but no shouldei
boards. They are worn over field uiiform ind with the trousiis
tucked into the boots.

(c) OTIIER ITEMS
Other ranks wear the brown" leather belt with steel buckle.
Officers wear Sam Browne belis.

Airborne Troops. Figure 18.

(a) HELMET
The tight litting airborne helmet is either of khaki cloth or
black leather.

(b) oVERALLS
The khaki overalls are worn over field uniform and the trousers
are.normally tucked into the boots. The design is similar
to that of the tank crew overalls.

(c) OTHER ITEMS
In place of the.greatcoat, a short waterproof khaki jacket with
a brown fur collar is worn.

34.

Fig. 17

Armoured Troops,
battle uniform.

Fig. 18

Airborne Troops'
battle uniform.

28
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35.. .Summ.er camouflage. Figur_e 19. The design gf the camouflage
suit is similar to that of the overalls for tank crews. There are two typEs
of suit which are worn over field uniform.

(a) Reversible. This is the heavier of the two types. It has a
mottled green, brown and yellow printed pattern on one side
1nd_ ig sandy coloured on the reverie. It is designed for use in
both broken and wooded terrain and in desert. -

(b) Non-reversible. This has only the mottled pattern.
Both types of camouflage suit have a hood attached which covers the
headdress. A face mask is carried in the hip pocket. Loops sewn on
irregularly allow natural camouflage to be atticfied as required.

!L.. tltiryler cdmouflage. Figure 20. One or two-piece light-weight
wtute suits are worn over winter battle order. The- hood fits closily
around the face. The trousers are norrnally worn outside the.boots'.
White mittens are also worn.

37.' spe-ciql.winter clothing. For operalions in very cold weather special
winter clothing is issued. Items aviilable are:-

(a) Quilted suits. These are khaki coloured two-piece suits.
(b) Sheepskin coats. These are full length or three-quarter length

coats worn with fleece inwards. They are woin over fiEld
uniform or quilted suits for excepti6naily exposed duties.

(c) IVintur boots. These are high boots either of rolled felt
(VALENKI) or a combinatiort of rubber lined with fslt.

(d) Fur.Jined mittens. These have two or three fingers and may be
white.

Fig. 19

Summer camouflage.

Fig. 20

Winter camouflage.
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Field shoulder boards

38. Officers'. Figure 21.

(a) BACKGROUND
Marshals' and generals' shoulder boards have a braided khaki
background while those of all other officers t ave a fiainkhaki background.

(b) PTPTNG
Only marstrals' and _generals' shoulder boards are piped.
Engineer, Signal and Technical marshals and generals liave a
magenta piping on their shoulder boards. A[1ther marshals
and generals wear red piping. The stars of marshals' shoulder
boards are also piped.

(c) BADGES OF RANK
Marshals' and generals' stars and laurel leaves are khaki and
are embroidered. Other officers wear khaki metal stars.

(d) BADGES OF ARM OR SERVTCE
Marshals of the soviet union wear the coloured embroidered
national arms. Chief marshals and rharshals of arm wear
embroidered khaki badges of arm. other officers wear khaki
metal badges.

(e) CENTRE STRIPES
Field and junior officers' centre stripes are coloured according
to the second colour of arm or service shown in the table ai
Qg?Clgp! 12 with the following exceptions:_Officers of
BLACIVDARK BLUE and BLATK/LTGHT BLUE troops
wear BLACK centre stripes. Officers of Justice wear RED
centre stripes in place of magenta.

(f) BUTTONS
Buttons are khaki coloured. Marshals' and generals' buttons
have the national arms embossed on them.- Other officers'
buttons are embossed with a five-point star having a irammer
and siokle in the centre.

39. Other ranks'. Figure 22.

(a) BACKGROUND
The background is khaki. The shape of extended service
non-commissioned officers' shoulder boards is the same as
that of officers' shoulder boards. Conscripts' shoulder boards
are shaped differently.

(b) BADGES OF RANK
Badges of rank of non-commissioned officers are coloured red.

(c) BADGES OF ARM OR SERVICE
Badges_of arm or sbrvice are khaki coloured metal. They are
worn above the insignia of rank.

(o BUTTONS
Thdse are the same as those worn by field and junior officers.

32

Marshal
of the

Soviet Union

Colonel-General
(Motorised Rifle

Armoured,
Artillery, etc.'froops)

Fig.2l Officers' field shoulder boards.

Colonel
(Motorised Riflen

Troops)

ffiffiffi
Starshina

(Extended Service
Warrant Officer,
Motorised Rifle

Troops).

Junior Sergeant -
(Conscript, Artillery)

Other ranks' field shoulder
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Private
(Motor Transport).

Fig.22 boards.



Gorget patches for greatcoats

40. Marshals' and Generals'. Figure 23.

(a) BACKGROUND
The colour of the background depends on rhe arm or service.
The rules are given in paragraph 25(d).

(b) PIPING AND INSIGNIA
The piping and insignia are gold except those of Medical,
Veterinary and Legal Services which are silver. Marshals of the
Soviet Union wear golden embroidered oak leaves.

41. Officers' and other ranks'. Figure 24.

(a) BACKGROUND
The predominant arm or service colour forms the background.
The table at paragraph 12 shows the rules.

(b) BADGES
Gilt or silver metal badges of arm or service are worn on them.
It should be noted that when badges of arm or service are
shown on gorget patches they are not shown on shoulder boards.

34

I

&l

Technical Troops (Engineer and Medical anrl Veterinary Sel
Signals) and Intendance Seryice

Fig. 23 Marshals'and Generals'gorget patches for greatcoats.

4
Motorized Rifle Troops.

W
Tank Troops.

C
Medical Service.

il
Airborne Infantry.

ffi
Signals and Radio
Technical Troops

il
Administrative Service.

ranks' gorget patches f,or greatcoats.
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SECTION 7. - EVERYDAY UNIFORMS

Summer uniforms

42. Marshals' and Generals'. Figure 25. This uniform is for use in
temperate climates and is designated as Summer I.

(a) CAP
The everyday peaked cap is khaki with the outer top piped and
a coloured cap band. The rules for recognition of 

'colours

are given r1-(e) below. -Blttons, chin strap and oval cap badgo
are gilt. The peak is of black patent leather"

(b) JACKET (KTTEL)
The jacket is double-breasted and is khaki. It is worn with a
khaki shirt and tie. The collar and cuffs and shoulder boards
are piped and oak or laurel leaves are worn on the collar.
Medal ribbons and badges are worn. Shoulder boards aro
sewn on and are similar to field shoulder boards except that
badges of rank are gilt with piping. These are described in
detail in paragraph 56.

(c) TROUSERS
Dark btue trousers with broad stripes running down the outer
seams are worn with black shoes.

(d) OTHER rTEMS
Breeches and high boots, and Sam Browne belt may be worn
with this uniform instead of field uniform for drill exercises,
Brown gloves may be worn and also the summer parado.
walking our overcoat with a cloth belt. This is described in
Section 8.

(e) RULES FOR COLOURS
All piping of cap, collar, cuffs, shoulder boards and trouser8'
stripes is RED except for marshals and generals of Technical,
Engineer and Signal Troops and Intendance Service whed
this is MAGENTA.
Cap bands are coloured according to the rules for
patches which are given in paragraph 25(d).

43. Marshals' and Generals'. Figure 26. This uniform is designated ar
Summer II and is for use in tropical climates. The style is similar to that
of the Summer I uniform. Cap, jacket, shirt and tie aie light grey. Collaf
badges are gilt and parade-walking out shoulder boards are *orn. Thif
are described at the end of Section 8.

Fig.25

Marshals' and Generals'
t:vcryday uniform Summer I.

, Fig.26

Marshals' and Generals'
everyday uniform Summer If.
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M. Officers'. Figure 27.

(a) CAP
The khaki peaked cap is similar to the style shown in Figuror
25 und26. It has a black leather chin strap and the band and
piping are in arm or service colours. The colour code ig
shown below at (e).

(b) JACTET
The khaki jacket is single-breasted and is wom with a khakl
shirt and tie. Gorget patches ar€ not piped. They have arm
or service badges on tlem and ai'e coloured according to arm or
service. See (e) below. Medal ribbons and badges are worn.

(c) SHOULDER BOARDS
The shoulder boards are khaki and are sewn on. Gilt stars of
rank are worn. Full details are given in paragraph 56.

(d) BREECHES
Dark blue breeches with stripes on the outer seams coloured
according to arm or service are worn with high boots. Dark
blue trousers may be worn with black shoes.

(e) cOLouR CODE
Cap band and gorget patches are the predomilant colour of
arm or service. Piping on the cap and breeches or trouserg
is the second colour. The colour of the centre stripes of
shoulder boards follows the rules given in paragraph 38(e).

45. Extended Service Non-Commissioned Oficers'. Figure 28. Apart
from the red star cap badge worn in place of the oval cap badge and tho
red bands of rank on the shoulder boards, this uniform is the same as
that shown in Figure 27. The dark blue trousers worn with shoes aro
illustrated.

46. Conscripts'. The uniform shown at Figure 5 is designated everyday.
field and performs this dual purpose.

Big.27

Officerst summer
everyday uniform.

Fig.28

Exteniled Service Non-
Commissioned Officers'

summ€r everyday uniform.
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47. Ilomen fficers' Figure 29.
(a) HAT

The hat is a dark blue beret with a gilt oval cap badge.
(b) JACKET

The cut of the khaki jacket is similar to that of the jacket.worn
by male officers. The jacket is worn with a khaki sirirt and tie,
The rules for colours_ of gorget patches and centre stripes of
shOulder boards hav-e been given in paragraphs 3g(e) and44(e),
Medal ribbons and badges are worn.

(c) SKIRT AND ACCESSORIES
The skirt is dark blue. Stockings are light brown and shoes are
black. Brown gloves may be worn.

48. shirt-sleeve order. officers are permitted to wear a form of shirt.
sleeve order when working in offices o1 when off duty in unit rines. This
type of uniform is shown in Figures 30-32. The soft shoulder boards are
detachable and the shirt may be worn under the everyday uniform jacket.

49. Women ffiers' shirt-sleeve order. Figure 30. The khaki top shirt
is worn with a khaki tie. The soft shoulder boards are of the same
material as the shirt. stripes and insignia are the same as those on the
shoulder boards of the-everyday uniform jacket, but the service badge is
worn as on field shoulder boards.

Fig.29

Women officers' summer
everyday uniform.

Fig.30

Women officerst
shirt-sleeve order.
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50. Marshals' and Generals' shirt'sleeve order. Figure 31.

(a) TOP SHIRT (VERKHNYAYA RLJBASHKA)
The shirt, tie and shoulder boards are light grey. The waist
band of the shirt is worn outside the dark blue trousers. When
n@essary, the jacket of the Summer II uniform shown in
Figure 26 is worn over the top shirt.

51. Officers' shirt-sleeve order. Figure 32. Except that the -colour of
the tof-shirt, tie and soft shoulder boards is khaki, the style of the_shirt-
sleeve-order worn by officers is the same as that worn by marshals and
generals. The everyday uniform jacket is worn over this shirt when
ne@ssary.

Fig.31

Marshals' and Generals'
shirt- sleeve order,

Fig. 32

Officers' shirt-sleeve order.
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Winter uniforms

52. Officers' and Extended Serviee Non-Commissioned Officers" The
normai-everyday winter uniform consists of a fur hat and the everyday'
fleld dark grby lreatcoat which is worn without a belt and with the lapels
turned down, over the everyday uniform. The fur hat and greatcoat aro
the same as those illustrated in Section 6.

53. Marshals and generals are permitted to wear a steel-grey fur lined
greatcoat with a grey astrakhan collar, (BEKESHA) and high felt boots.
This uniform is shown in Figure 33.

54. The parade-walking out gteatcoats which are described in Section 8

may be worn by all officers instead of the everyday-field greatcoat.

55. Women fficers'. Figure 34. A cloth belt is worn with the overcoat ,

and ankle boots in place of shoes. Since this overcoat has no gorget
patches, the service badge is worn on the shoulder boards.
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Marshalst and Generals'
winter everydaY uniform

in cold climates.

Fig.34

Women officerst

winter everYdaY imiform'
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Everyday shoulder boards

:6. Oficers' andExtended Service Non-CommissionedOficers, . Fieure 3 j.
Everyda_y_shoulder boards are sewn on to evet&t i;;ke;: rfo
shape of the illustrations depicts this fact. They diitiJr-iioni neia silouraii
boards in that no badges oi arm or service are worn on them since thero
?f! {gnta,yed on gorget patches. This is tne cise atso foi-afi gr.ut oat
snourcer boards when greatcoats have gqrget patches, womeri officera'
overcoats do not have gbrget patches ani tfr'e bidge of servicels in"reroro
on the shoulder boards. fop ihirts also have armir service badeei on thosoft shoulder boards for th-e same reason. apuririo* u"int"i-*r, on,and having no badges of arm or service oo'the.,-iu.rya;i shouldei
bo,"rd^r have.all insignia in gilt, except the coloured national irms. Tho
mres tor prplng, its colour and that of centre stripes are the same as thoso
given in paragraph 38 for field shoulder boards.-
57. other ranks'. Since the everyday uniform is the same as the field
gnl&rm, the shoulder boards of other ranks are the sami as ttror" *ttor"nin Figure 22 for everydayjackets.

ll:^,9o_lg:,, p_atches .on everyday jackets are smaller rhan the gorg€t
patches-worn on greatcoats but in all other respects they are the same as
those illustrated in Figure 24.

L?:,^_MTt"ls ard generals do not wear gorget patches on their everyday
tunrcs. oak or laurel leaf insignia as shown in f'jgqrg 36 are worn dirictly
on the collar. For Summer fthe insignia are kh-aki, io, S;;;;;I iili
are gilt.

Badges for everyday headdress

fl. - lt*t" 37 shows the oval and red star badges worn with everydav
headdress. The oval badge is the same design is tfrai *orn-L;;ffiJi
with field uniform. In place of the khaki 

"oi5"r,-itti 
iig" i, iili iia tn"

red star is on a white backgrolnd. Marshals' a"o geneiur'-cap oaoges
have the red star on a gilt Sackground. There are iwo siiis oi-t"a ,Ti,
P4e" y,oto by other r.Ttr.. Thl hrger is worn on peaked cup, unO fu,
hats wrth ear llaps, while the smaller is worn on fidld service caps and
panama hats.

Chief Marshal of
Artillery

Colonel (Motorised
Rifle TrooPs).

Fis. 36 Marshals' and Generals'- collar insignia for everyday
uniform.

Marshal of the
Soviet Union.

Officers'oval cap
badge.

Other ranks'
cap badge.

Fig.37 Barlges for everYdaY
hearlilres.

t
Starshina.

Fig. 35 officers'anrt Extended service Non-€ommissioneil ofrcers'
everydaY shouliler boards'
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SECTION 8. _ PARADE.WALKING OUT I.INIFORMS
Occasions when worn
61. Parade on duty uniform. This is worn on the following occasiong:.

(a) When taking part in a parade.
(b) At presentations of orders or colours to units or formationg.
(c) At shipJaunching ceremonies.
(d) When receiving government awards.
(e) whel reporting personalry_to the immediate superior officer to

be given a posting, promdtion or an award. '
(f) When taking the milirary oarh.
(g) On honour-guard duty.
(h) On annual festive days of units.

62-.. Pargde-lual.king out uniform. Apart from occasions when thisumrorm rs worn by order of'a superior headquarters, it is worn as follows:-
(a) on the anniversaries of the revolution, 7th November, the

w_orkers'international solidarity, rst May, tne sovieiArmy anaN"vy, 22nd February.

o) when-attending sessions of the supreme soviet of the ussR
and of the Supreme Soviets of unioi republics. 

-

(c) At festive and jubilee meetings, official receptions, and in
theaties.

Summer parade on duty uniform
63. Marshals' and Generals'. Figure 3g.

(a) CAP '/

The sea-green cap has plping and coloured band as on the
everyday- uniform cap. 

_ itr'e gilt oval 
"ap 

uaoge is pt"""al" ilr"centre ofa gilt oak or raurerleafcockade. r"ne crfin stiab anobuttons are gilt. The peak is brack patent b;th;;i;h"*iit 
"itor raurer reaf insignia on the froni edge. silver iauiet teatinsignia are worn by Generars of Medicai] vet"ti""ii""a L;g"i

Services.
(b) JACKET

*'*
,i'

'f
t

Collar insignia of a Marshal
of the Soviet Union

Cuffinsipia of
marshals and generals.(c)

The double-breasted jacket is sea-green. It is worn with awhite shirt and a blacic tie. The;;;sh;i' star is *o- on-if*tie. Collar and cuffs are piped in coiour a"O goid-;.-;il;;;thrgf and.hav-e gilt oak rir'gilt or siiuei tauret-baf lnsierriaon them. A gilt parade bert and medals and orders 
"re 

*6r".
SHOULDER BOARDS
The shoulder boards are. sewn on. They have a gilt back-gr.ouqd for arms and a silver background ior serviceiu"O ui.fined. Marshals' stars are gilt witfi piping,-general.;.;;;; ;;;gll?',:l ll" gilt background-and grtbi ir,? rlG;b;"[d;;;:
tsutl detarls are shown in paragraph 77.
BREECHES AND BOOTS
The parade breeches are sea-grsen with piped seams. Blackhigh boots are worn.
Gloves see Page 5A 4g

Fig.38

Marshals'and
Generalst sulnmer

paratle on dutY
uniform.

(d)
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(e)

&.

GLOVES
Parade gloves are white.

Oficers'. Figure 39.

(a) cAP
The khaki cap with coloured piping and cap band and black
patent leather peak, differs from the everyday cap in that it has
a gilt chin strap and the oval badge is surrounded by a gilt
cockade.

(b) JACKET
The cut of the khaki jacket is similar to that of the everyday
uniform. It is worn with a khaki shirt and tie. The shoulder
boards are piped and have a gilt background with silver stars
fo: arms, and a silver background with gilt stars for services.
The gorget.palchgs 

-are 
piged with goldlhread and have the

arm or service insignia on them. A gilt parade belt and medals
and orders are worn.

(c) OTHER ITEMS
Other items of uniform include dark blue breeches with piping,
high black boots and brown gloves:

65. Women officers'. Figure 40.
(a) BERET

The dark blue beret is worn with the gilt oval cap badge
surrounded by a gilt cockade.

G) JACKET
The khaki jacket worn with khaki shirt and tie is similar to that
of male officers. No belt is worn. '/

(c) OTI{ER ITEMS
A dark blue skirt, light brown stockings, black shoes and
brown gloves make up the remainder of the uniform.

i

Fig.39

Officers' $unmer parade

on duty unifotm.

Fig.40

Women Officerst summer
pararle on duty uniform.
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66. Extended service Non-commiss,ioned officers'. Figure 4r. Thoonly .differences between this uniform anb that. *or? uy omcers a!ggscrlbed-in 
4gure 39 are the shoulder boards o" the jactet'unaiil" u"tt.

The shoulder boards are sewn on and have the preoonii"aniioi""itrtrri
arrn or service as background and gilt rank iniignia. rtri uert is a sam
Browne worn without'the shoulder 6race.

67. Conscripts'. Figare 42.
(a) cAP

The khaki cap las coloured piping and cap band. It has a
black patent leather chin strap indpeak an'a *e ieo siar 

"upbadge.

(b) JACKET (ZAKRYTYT KrTEL)
The singJe-breasted khaki jacket has a high stand-up coilar with
coloured gorget p^atches.- Gilt or silGr striper'ur" on the
gorget palches of non-commissioned officeri. The brown
leather belt with brass buckle and medals, baoges ana orders
are worn,

(c) SHOULDER BOARDS
The background of the shoulder boards is the predominant
arm or service colour. They.are detachable and have gilt
badges of rank and arm or seivice.

(d) BREECHES AND BOOTS
The khaki parade breeches are not reinforced at the knees and
are worn with high black boots.

(e) coLoURS
Cap.band, grorget patches and shoulder boards arg the pre-
dominant colour of arm or service, the pipjng on the cuf is in
the second colour.

- Fig.41

Extenderl Service Non-
Commissioned Olfcers'
summer parade on duty

uniform.

Fig.42

Conscriptst summer parade
on duty uniform,
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lVintcr parade on duty unifom
68. Marslnls' and Generals'. 

- 
Figure 43. As with other forms ofwinter uniform" this consists of.a [igh fur hat uoa u gr*tcout *i* o"or

summer uniform. special points 1o note about tlis uniiorm-are alroilows:-
(a) COLOURS

The greatcoat is steer-gre-v. piping and gorget patches are tho
same a8 0n the winter field-everyday darkgrey greatcoat shown
in Figure 9.

(b) SHoTJLDER BOARDS
These are sewn on and are the same as those worn on tho
sea-green double-breasted parade jacket.

(c) BELT
The gilt parade belt is worn.

(d) oTHER rTEMS
A white scarf and brown gloves complete the uniform.

.69._-office,r1'. The differences between this uniform and that illustrated
in Figure 43 are as follows:-

(a) HAT
The f.r ca-p with ear flaps repraces the high fur hat except in the
case of colonels.

(b) GREATCOAT
This has no piping and the_gorget patches are in the predominant
ann or service colour wittr-badgei on tlem.

70... Women Ofrcers-'. 
^Figure 

44. .The steel-grey overcoat is the samepattern.as the- everyday field overcoat. The pai"do*uiune-o;t-;i;ouHer
Doarss have the servrce.badge above the rank insignia. High black boots
replace shoes and a white sdarf is worn.

7l- Extended service Non-commissioned oficerc' and conscripts,. Theonlv visible differences pe1we91 winter paiade o; Au;i'uniiro'rils ancwinter field uniforms exprained. in paragra'ph ie 
"ia rr,o,ilnl"'Figur" rr,are tlrat parade-watkin! out shouider -uoirauepi"c; td fi;id siiutoe,boards. Extended service non-commissionea od;tr '";;, a- in]tJ scarrand conscripts do not wear a scarf.

Fig.43

Marshals' and Generals'
winter parade on duty

uniform.

Fig.44

Women Officers'winter
parade on duty unifom.
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Summer parade-walking out unlform
72. Officers' ,and Extended Service. Non-Commissioned Officers,. Thc
summer parade-walking out uiriform'for these ranks is -rrcfi th" same as
the summ_er parade on-duty uniform already illustrated. 

-ititoir"."n"r,
between the two types of uniform are as foliows:-

(a) JACKET
The- jacket is worn without a belt, and medal ribbons replace
medals.

(b) TROUSERS AND SHOES
Trousers of the same colour replace the bregches, and black
shoes are worn instead of high bbots.

Tw-o patter,ns of officers' steel-grey summer overcoats, one for marshals
and gene-rals, and the other foioifrcers, are shown in i"igures a5 ind 46.
Extended service non-commissioned ofncers have no roli*ir on"t"out.
The overcoat in Figure 45 when worn by marshals and geneials with
everyday untlorm has gorget patches, and a cloth belt.

73. -Womery fficers'. The parade-walking out dress is the same as the
qarade on du_ty uniform exc-ept that meda'i ribbons replace medals and
the oval cap badge replaces the badge with a cockade. '

74. . conscripts'. The parade on duty and parade-walking out uniforms
are identical.

Winter parade.walking out uniform
75. General rules. The parade-walking out grearcoat is worn over the
parade-walking out unifofo, BJ officerJ, it is iorn with the lapeli turned
down and with a white scarf. ionscripti, however, wear theifgieatcoats
fastened at the collar

76. women officers wear ankle boots and may wear a fur collar buttoned
on to the overcoat collar.

Fig.45

Summer parade-walking out
overcoat of a Marshal of the

Soviet Union.

Fig.46

Officers' summer parade-
walking out overcoat
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ParadeWalking Out shoulder boanls

77. Oficers'. Figure 47.

(a) BACKGROI.IND
Marshals and generals wear shoulder boards with a gold
background except generals of Medical, Veterinary and LEgal
Services who wear shoulder boards with a silver backsrouid.
The background of officers' shoulder boards is gold fdr arms
and silver for Engineer-Technical, Intendan-ce, Medical,
Veterinery, Legal and Administrative Services.

(b) BADGES OF RANK
Marshals' stars are gold and are piped. Silver stars are worn
on a gold background and gold stars on a silver background.

(c) BADGES Otr'ARM oR SERVICE
Since badges of arm or service are worn on gorget patches they
are not worn on officers' shorilder boards. Women officeri
wear them on their overcoat shoulder boards since the overcoat
has no gorget patches. Chief marshals and marshals of
Artillery, Armour, Engineer and Signals Arms wear badges
of their arm on their shoulder boards.

(d) color.JRs oF PTPTNG AND CENTRE STRTPES
All parade-walking out shoulder boards are piped. The
colour of the piping on marshals and generals shoulder boards
follows the rules given in paragraph 38(b). Other officers have
shoulder boards piped with the second colour of arm or
service according to the table given in paragraph 12. Centre
stripes are also of the second colour of arm or service, but the
exceptions to this rule are shown in paragraph 38(e).

78. Other ranks'. Figure 47.
(a) Extended service non-commissioned officers wear sewn on

shoulder boards of the predominant arm or service -Colour

with braid badges of rank, gold for arms and silver for services.
(b) Conscripts wear detachable shoulder boards which have in

addition the arm or servi@ badge on them.
ilreI

Jmior
$ergeant

on extended
senice

Chief hdarshrl
of Arnoured

Triinp

Colonel-
General

Captain of
Motorised

Rifle Troops

Marshal of
Enginer
Troops

Jmior
Lieutenant
of Military

Comnunicatiom
Senice snd

Railway Troops

FtC. 47 Parade-walking out shoulder borrds.
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Engineer-
Colonel of
Artlllery

Strrshlna
(Conscnp$
Motorised

Rifle Tloops
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Parade-Walking Out cap insignia

79. Marshals', Generals' and Officers.' Figure 48. The cockades,
emblems and embroided ornaments worn on the cap bands and peaks ot'
marshals' and generals' caps are illustrated. The oval cap badge with
cockade is also shown.

Parade.Walking Out gorget patches

80. The gorget patches on the jackets of officers and extended service
non-commissibneil officers are similar to those on evelyday jackets
except that they are piped with gold thread. The colour is the predominant
one bf the arm or service and badges are worn on them'
81.. The insignia worn on the collars of marshals'and generals'parade
jackets are illustrated in Figure 38.

82. The gorget patches on conscripts'jackets are coloured with the
predominant Colour of the arm or service. Arm or service badges are not
worn on them. Non-commissioned officers wear braid stripes on their
gorget patches, gold for arms and silver for services. Marshal of the

Soviet Union

Marshals and
Generals.

Fig. 48 Parade-walking out cap insignia of marshals, generals and officers.
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CHAFTER 4

MISCELLANEOUS I.JI\IFORMS

SECTION 9. 
-T]NIFORMS OF OF'FICER CANDIDATES

Outline
83. Officer candidates wear-thg _same_ord_ers of dress as those worn by
conscripts. Except that shoulder boards of officer candidates are distinci,
and that dark blue breeches with no piping on the outer seams are worn
instead of khaki breeches with parade-walliing out uniform, the uniforms
are the same as those worn by conscripts and already described in
Chapter 3.

Arm or service colours.
84. The arm or service colours worn on peaked caps and gorget patches
follow the normal rules. Shoulder board colours-are deJcri6ed'below.

Shoulder boards-

85. Officer candidates are easily recognised by their shoulder boards.
These are illustrated in Figure 49, and they have the following features:-

(a) BACKGROLJND
The.background colour is the predominant one of the arm or
servlce.

(b) BRArD
The background- is edged with wide braid which is gold for
arms and silver for services.

(c) BADGES OF RANK
These are the same colour as the braiding and are super-
imposed.

(d) ARM OR SERVTCE BADGES
Arm or service badges are worn above the badges ofrank on
the background. As in the case of other unifo-rms, they are
not worn on greatcoat shoulder boards since they are worn on
the gorget patches.

(e) PIPING
The piping is of the second colour of the arm or service except
lo1 _t_r9o_p_s_ -yearing MAGENTA/MAGENTA and BLACT/
DARK BLUE who wear BLACK piping.

Ofrcer Cantliilate
(KURSANT)
Starshina of
Motorised

Rifle Troops.

KI.JRSANT
Junior Sergeant

Intendance
Service

Sergeant of
Artillery

ffi
ffi
KURSANT

Lance Corporal
Engineer Troops.

Fig.49 Shoulder boards ofofficer candidates.
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KURSANT
Sergeant of

Tank Troops.

KURSANT
Airborne Troops.

Itii r
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86. Cadets are members of Suvorov Military Schools. Their distinctivo
uniforms are illustrated in Figures 50 and 51. RED/WHITE is thc
colouring system for designation. The large red shoulder boards havo
white piping and show in cyrilhc lettering the particular Suvorov Military

SECTION 10. _ I.JNIFORMS OF CADETS

Fig. 50

Parade-walking out
uniforms of Suvorov

Military School
Cadets.
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School.

Fig. 51

EverydaY-field
unifornis of SuYorov

Military School Cadets'

Summer I.



SECTION II.-UNIFORMS OF WORKMEN IN MILITARY
CONSTRUCTION DETACHMENTS

Orders of dress

87. Workmen in military. constructi.n detachments wear walking out
and work dress. These uniforms are illustrated in Figures 52, 53 aria s+,

88. . Summer walking out,dress. Figure 52. With the exceptions of tho
peaked cap, the diamond-shaped gorget patches with serviie badge and
the lack of shoulder boards, thb uni-form is similar to the normal eve-ryday-
field uniform for conscripts.

S!. -\Tiyler -walkiryS o,ut dress. Figure 53. A new item of winter dress,
the khaki short double-breasted coat with quilted lining (VATNAyA
DVUBORTNAYA KURTKA) is shown. Cliaracreristicillv it has no
shoulder boards and the gorget patches are diamond-shape<i. This coat
is worn over the walking buiuniforrri. A fur hat with ear flaps replaces
the peaked cap worn in summer.

Fig.52

Summer walking out uniform
of workmen in Military

Construction Detachments.

Fig.53

Winter walking out uniform
of workmen in Mlitrry

Construction Detachments.
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90. Summer work dress. Figure 54. In wintern the fur cap and short
coat shown in Figure 53 are worn.

(a) WORK JACKET (KURTKA)
The plain khaki jacket may be worn either outside or tucked
into the trousers.

(b) woRK TROUSERS (BRyUKr K KURTKE)
The khaki trousers have front and hip pockets with flaps. The
trousers may be worn either outside or tucked into the high
boots.

SECTION 12. - WORK DRESS IN ARMS AND SERVICES

91. In appearance, work dress worn by troops of arms and services is
little different to normal field uniform. Work dress consists of items of
field clothing which have exceeded the official period for wear but are
siill wearable.

92. In winter, the khaki short coat may be issued in place of a greatcoat.
When worn by troops, including officer candidates, this coat has the
appropriate everyday field shoulder boards sewn on and normal arm or
service gorget patches as shown in Figure 55.

Fig.54

Summer work dress of Workmen
of Military Construction

I)etachments.
I

Ftg. 55

Winter work dress of troops
ofrcer candidates of arms

silrvices.

and
and

68 69



CHAPTER 5

TITLES, ORDERS,"MEDALS AND BADGES
SECTION 13. - GENERAL

93. Because of the variety of services which are recognised by awardt
and the Soviet custom of issuing and wearing two or rnore identicnl
medals, instead of adding insignia to the original ribbon to indicatc
multiple awards, Soviet soldiers are among the rnost decorated tror:ps in
the world.

94. Decorations are authorized by the Praesidiurn of the Supremc
Soviet and are divided into the following categories:--

Highest Titles of Distinction.
Orders of the USSR.
Medals of the USSR.

95. The most common decorations and badges are described in this
Chapter and are listed in order of precedence" The regulations for
wearing orders, medals and badges are given in Section 17.

96. Although granted by the Praesidium of the Supreme Soviet, stars
worn by marshals are not listed among the Orders of the Soviet Union.
The star pinned to the tie of a Marshal of the Soviet Union is shown in
Figure 56. Stars of other rnarshals have no diamonds between tho
points and are slightly smaller.

SECTION 14. - TITLES AND ORDERS

97. Hero of the Soviet Union This is the Highest Title of Distinction
and is awarded for a personal deed of heroisrn" Recipients are also
granted the Gold Star Medal and the highest decoration of the Soviet
Unionn the Order of Lenin. This title and the decorations may be awarded
up to three times.

98. The Gold Star Medal" Figure 56. This medal is awarded only
with the title Hero of the Soviet Union. There is no ribbon for this
medal and it is always worn on the left breast above all other awards.

99. The Order of Lenin. Figure 56. This order was instituted on
5th May 1930 and is awarded for outstanding service over a stipulated
period of time, in addition to being awarded with the title of Hero of thc
Soviet Union.

lC0. The Order of the Red Eanner. Figure 56. Instituted in l9l8 lor
awards made by Union Republics, this order became a decoration of the
USSR on lst August 1924. It is awarded both for outstanding courage on
active service and since 1944" far long service to all officers and non-
commissioned officefs. It may be granted on a collective basis to unils
and schools.

lAl. The Order of Victory. Figure 56. Institured on 8th Novenrhcr
1943, this order is awarded to members of the High Comrnand for succc;n-
ful operations involving one. or more arrny groups. Unlike other <lrtlerr
without ribbons attached, the Order of Victory is worn on thc left hrenrl
to the left of all other orders and medals.
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,n
"*'*d$*

%W
(a)
(b)
(c)

Gold Star Medal'lt,r (,1 Marshal of
t lrn Soviet Union

l,l'
( )r rlcr of the Red Banner

Order of Lenin

ffilll;',||,$
Order of Victory

Fig. 56

Titles anil Orders
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lO2. The Order of Suvorov. Figure 57. This order is in three clal
Instituted on27th July 1942, it is awarded to comrnanders at all leveli
outstanding leadership, organising ability and perseverance leading
decisive victory in battle. The three classes are awarded as followl

(a) Ist Class. Front (Army Group) and army com
their deputies, chiefs of staff, heads of operations dit
and sections and arms commanders.

(b) 2nd Class. Corps, divisional and brigade commanders.
(c) 3rd Class. Regimental commanders and chiefs of

battalion and company commanders.

103. The Order of Kutuzov. Figure 57. This order, which is
into three classes, was instituted on 29th luly 1942. It is awardod
commanders of army groups and independent formations for succet
operations which inflict heavy losses on the enemy while retaining
battle worthiness of their own troops. The classes are awarddd
follows:-

(a) lst Class. Front and army commanders, their deputies
chiefs of staff.

(b) 2nd Class. Corps, divisional and brigade commanders
their chiefs of staff.

(c) 3rd Class. Regimental, battalion and company com
and regimental chiefs of staff.

ro
lrt Clarg

ffiW
2nd Class

ffiW
3rd Class

I
lrt Cl*s

Order of Suvorov

Order of Kutuzov

Fig.57
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2nd Class

n
3rd Class
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lO4. The Order of Bogdan Khmelnitskii. Figure 58. The order is ln tl
classes and was instituted on l0th Octobei 1943. It is awardcd tE
ranks and to leaders and members of partisan forces for outstandinS
Classes arc awarded as follows:-

(a) Ist Class. Front and army commanders, their
chiefs of staff, heads of operations directorates. or
commanders of arms and leaders of partisan forces of
status.

(b)

(c)

2nd Class. Corps, divisional, brigade and
commanders, their deputics and chiefs of staff,
commanders'of partisan forces, their deputies.and chiefs of
3rd Class. Officcrs up to battalion commander, 8ll I

ranks, and cquivalent ranks in partisan forccs.

skilful command of their units in action.

lO7. The Order of the Red Star. Figure 58.
this decoration is awarded individually to
units fo1 outstanding services in defence
peace and war.

lO8. The Order Symbol of Honour. Figure 58. This order was
on 25th November 1935 and is awarded individually and colle,
contributions in all spheres of national life including national

ru
2nd Class,

rffii
3rd Class

105. The Order of Aleksandr Nevskii. Figure 58. Instituted on
July 1942, this oider is awarded to divisional, brigade, regimental
battalion company and platoon commanders for personal bravcry

106. The Order of th,e War for the Fatherland. Figure 58. This ordcr lf
two classes and-was instituted on 20th May 1942. It is awarded to
ranks for personal valour in action.

Instituted on 6th April 19
all ranks and collectivcly

of the Soviet Union both

ffi
ffi
n[M

Order Symbol of Honour

Fig.58
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I lrdrr of Alcksandr Nevskii

Order of Bogdan Khmelnitskii

Order of the War for the
Fatherland
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3rd Class

I
@

:
2nd Class

Order of Glory

ffi
,ffffiw

;##,ffiqLr%w*WW*

@
tffiffiffi

Medal for Battle Merit

I
*
I
lrt Clur

ffi
@
I{nil

Mrdrl for Valour

109. The Order of Glory- Figure 59. This decoration is awarded to
commissioned officers for glorious deeds on active service. It
instituted on 8th November 1943 and is in three classes.

SECTION 15. -MEDALSll0. The medal For Valour. Figure 59. Instituted on 17th Octobor
this medal is awarded to all ranks for personal valour in a
operations, in defence of the state frontiers and for activities
spies and subversive elements.

lll. The medalfor Battle Merit Figure 59. This decoration is awg
to all ranks for risking their lives to contribute to the success of front
operations. It is also awarded to officers and extended servicG
commissioned officers for long service. It was instituted on lTth
1938.

172, Commemoration medal Twenty Years of the ll/orkers' and
Red Army. Figure 59. This medal was awarded to all officers who
either twenty years of uninterrupted service on 23rd February lg3t
who had proved their merit during the Civil War and were servinl
this date. It was instituted on24th January 1938.

W
Commemoration Medal

Twenty Years of the
Workers'and Peasants'

Red Army

Fig.59
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ffi@s#
ro

Leningrad

W
@
ffi
Odessa

ffi
Stalingrad

Campaign medals
I14. The medals for
Figure 6l below.

Defence medals

113. Medals for the defence of cities and regions are shown in Flgun
below.

W
Moscow

,n
Srbattopol

ffiil,
Soviet Arctlc

and Japan are shown

II
Sudrpcrt

llh, Medals for thc liberation
lllurlrcted in Figure 63 below.

n
Berlin

and Prague arc

ffiflffiil
Caucasus

Fig.60
Victory over Germany

TN
Medal for Victory over Germany

During the Great War
for the Fatherland l94l-1945

Fig. 61
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,ilItu
Medal for Victory ovtl

Japan

I
llalg lade

iffiffi
Warsaw

Fie.63
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I
Prague

I lt Metfuls for the capture of certain cities during the Second World lfar
stc rlrown in Figure 62 below.

W
@
ffiffi

Vienha

Fig.62

of Belgrade, Warsaw

I
dA,ffi

W
I

Koenigsberg



Commemoration medals
ll7. Figure 64 shows the commemoration medals
Fortieth Anniversaries of the Soviet Army and
instituted on 23rd February 1948 and 1958 and
serving in the regular forces on those dates.

for the Thirticth
Navy. Theso

awarded to all

Fie.64

ll8. Medal for Good Conduct. Figure 65. The three classes of
medal are awarded for twenty, fifteen and ten years of'blameless ri
respectively on 23rd February each year to all r-anks.

ffi
lst Class

tffi
2nd Class

Fig. 65
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General 
SECTIOII 16. - BADGES

119. Numerous badges are awarded to all ranks to denote both military
and political status, military educational achievement, and proficiency
in both employment and athletics. Details of badges are given in order
of precedence and are illustrated in Figure 66.

120. Tankmen's badge. Awarded to officers after qualification tests
There are four standards. Master 1,2 and 3 Class.

121. Guards badge. Instituted in the early days of the Second \Morld
War, this badge was granted on a collective basis to units and formations
with an outstanding record in action. Such units and formations carry
the prefix "Guardsl'. Individuals serving with Guards Units wear th-e
badge,,and those present when a unit earns such a title may wear the
badge for the rest of their service regardless of unit.

!22; Badges for graduates of educational institutions. Three types of such
badges are known:-

(a) Frior to lst January 1958 for officers.
(b) Post lst January 1958 for officers.
(c) For graduates of Suvorov Military Schools.

123. Badgefor Outstanding Achievement in Gunnery Training, No details
of this badge are available.

124. Proficiency badge. Instituted on lst May 57, this badge is granted
to outstanding soldiers once during their military service. It has replaced
the specialist badges created during the Second World War.

125. Classffied Specialists' badges. These proficiency badges were
instituted during the Second World War for other ranks. The specialities
are denoted by insignia at the bottom of the badges.

126. Parachutist badges. The following badges are worn:-
(a) Instructor parachutist.
(b) Proficient parachutist.
(c) Parachutist.

The parachutist badges illustrated have not been defined.

127. Extended Ser:yice badge. This badge is worn by other ranks who
volunteer for service beyond the period of conscription. The length of
service is shown on a small plaque suspended from the badge.

128. Badges of deputies of Supreme Soviets. The inscription on the flag
shows the status of the wearer.

lZ9. VLKSM (League of Communist Youth) badge. The badge is worn by
all members of KOMSOMOL.

l3O. tsadges of Winners of Lenin and Stalin prizes. No details of thesc
badges are available.

131. Athtetics baelges. The sports badge Ready for l-abour and Defencc
is shown. It is awarded in three classes on a points system to athletes up
to the age of thirty who have excelled in atirletic compctitions.

I

Graduate's Badge Pre l95B

Tankmen's Badge

@
KOMSOMOL Badge

@
Fig.66

83

@
Parachute Badges

lnfantry Specialist's Badge Proficiency Badge

Graduate's Badge
Post 1958

Guands Badge

Extended Service Badge

Wound Stripes

Wound stripes see Page 84 82



132. I,ilound stripes. Wounds are classified as serious and minor.
gold stripe denoies a serious wound, the red stripe a minor wound.

SECTION 17. - RULES FOR WEARING DECORATIONS

General
133. All orders, medals and badges are wom on parade. For off-parade
dress, orders and medals are replaced by order and medal ribbons.

Orders anrl medals

134. Orders and medals suspended from ribbons are worn on the left
breast, and decorations without ribbons are worn on the right breast.
Decorations are mounted on brooch bars and these are worn either along
the jackets' left lapel edge, from its bottom upwards, o1 fro.q right to left
on jackets with the stand-up collar. Orders worn on the right breast are
mounted singly in one or more rows. The two exceptions to these rules
are the Gold Star medal, which is worn on the left breast above all other
orders and medals, and the Order of Victory, which is worn on the left
breast to the left of all other orders and medals. Foreign orders and
medals are worn below those of the Soviet Union.

Badges

135. With two exceptions, badges are worn on the right breast either
below orders and medals, or in their absence, in their place. The excep-
tions are the KOMSOMOL (League of Communist Youth) badge and the
badges of Deputies of Supreme Soviets. The KOMSOMOL badge is
worn either in-the middle of the left breast, or in place of medal ribbons,
if these are absent. Badges of Deputies of Supreme Soviets are worn in
the centre of the left lapel, level with the button hole, or on jackets and
blouses without lapels, centrally above orders and medals or ribbons'
Wound stripes are worn only on Field and Everyday uniform above other
badges.

The
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ARM AND SERVICE CQLOURS FOR ITEMS OF UI\IFORM

Shoulder Boards

Pipine

Gorget Patches

Background

Red

Red lGoldl lRed
Magenta I l,_,lMagenta
Magenta Gold lMagenta
lv{agenta Gold lMagenta

Black Veivetl Gold

(b)

Red

Red
Magenta

Magenta
Dark Blue

LightBlue

LightBlue

Magenta
Magent0

Remarks

Engineer, Signals,
Radio-Technical,
AA Searchlight,
Topographic,
Road,
Construction and
Pipe Laying units.

And MT units of
every Arm

Staff of Communi-
Centres

wear peaked cap
with red top when
on duty.

As for Arm served in
As for Arm servcd in
As for Arm servcd in

Marshal of the Soviet Union

Motorised Rifle Troops
Generals
Officers
NCO's andmen
Officer candidates

Artillery
Marshals and generals
Officers
NCO'S andmen
Officer candidates

Armoured TrooDs
Marshals afld senerals
Officers
NCO's andrnen
Officer candidates

Technical Troops
Generals
Officers
NCO'S and men
Officer candidates

Chemical Troopg
Officers

Gold

Gold
Gold
Magenta
Magenta

Gold
Gold
Black
Black

Gold
Gold
Black
Black

Gold
Gold
Black
Black

Gold
Black
Black

Red

Red
Magenta

Black

Magenta
Black

Black

Black

Black

Red

Red

Light Blue

Black

Light Blue

Magenta

Black

Black

Black

Red

Red
Magenta
Magenta
Magenta

Red
Red
Red
Red

Red
Red
Red
Red

Magenta
Dark Blue
Dark Blue
Dark Blue

Black
Black
Black

Red
Red
Red

Light Blue
Dark Blue
Dark Blue

Light Blue

Magenta
Magenta
Magenta

Gold Red

Gold
Black
Black

Gold
Black
Black

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)

(a)
(b)
(c)

(a)
(b)
(c)

Red
Red

Red

Red
Red

Red

llr
gtact veiveJ coldl lBlack velvet
Black Velvetl I lBlack Velvet
Black I lcotalnuct
Black I lcotdlstackttl
eh"t v.tn.J colal lntack veluet
Black Velvetl I lBlack Velvet
Brack I icololnuctBtack I lcot0 lnucttrt
Magenta icoral lMagentaBlack I I lBlack
Black I lcolalntact
Black I lcotolnhckttlItt
Black 1 I lBlackgack I icoldlllactBlack I lcoralnuctttlltt
Black Velved I lBlack Velvet

NCO'$ and rnen
Officer candidatos

Motor Transport Troops
Officers
NC0's andmen
Officer candidates

Railway Troops
Officers
NCO's andmen
Officer candidates

M ilitar-v Cornmulications
Service
Officers

Engineer-Technicll Senice
Generals
Officers
NCO'S

lntendance Seryice
Generals
Officers
Officer candidates

Bi;ii I lcorolbiiit<
Brack I lcotdlshckttl
tslack Velvetl I lBlack Velvet
Btack I lGoldlBlackBrack 

I lo"oj"'*u
etact velvetl I lsh"t v.lu.,rrl
n",nuininela"tul lee rnt I

Remaining]detail see (n) 
|

Remaining detail I Silver I

se.e(n)1 I i

N.{asenta I ColOt lMagenta
Nlagenta I I lMagenta
Magenta ] | SilverlMagenta

Gold

Golcl
Silver
See (n)

Gold
Silver
Magenta

I\{agenta
Magenta
Black

APPI'NT)IX I

Arrn/Service Rank NCO's
Rank

Insigria

Magenta



ARM AND SERVICE COLOURS FOR ITEMS OF UNIFORM

NOTES

l'._.Shoulder boards, On all khaki everyday-field shoulder boards. Officers have noprprng, and non-commissioned officers t iG'.cli-"r* iniig,la-.--
2,'^ Cowet patches. Ofllcers' parade-walking out jackets hzys gold thread piping ongorget patches.

1: Parade-Walking Out undorm. Embrodiery generally, and chin straps on peakeclcaps.are eold, excefit those of generars or Mili'ca-r,-ii;,;;i;"il;"; i-Leui3"i"].., *r.,i"r.,are silver.
General rules for the wearing of uniform.

APPENDIX 1(contlnucd)

Gorget Fatches Peaked Cap Breechesi
Trousers

Remarks
Background nnmul :{CC-t1

Striper
Band Fiping

Outer
. Seam
Strioes

(e) - (h) o (k) 0) (m)

Dark Green
Dark Green
See (n)
Dark Green

Red
Magenta

Dark Green
See (n)
Black

Red

Black

Silver

Silver

Silver
Silver

Silver
Silver

Dark Green
Dark Green

Dark Grecn

Red
Magenta

Dark Green

Black

Red

Black

Rcd
Red
See (n)
Red

Red
Magenta

Red
See (n)
Dark Blue

White

Red
Red

Red
Magenta

Red

Red

,4.s for Arm of unit.

As for Arm of unit
At military
technical schools
for POL and
firefighting

+ Personnel belonging to sub-units of, an Arm or Service, on the strength of a unit
(or school) wsar the uniform of that unit, but with their own Arrn or Service badges.
5. . Airborne troops wear the uniform, shoulder boards and gorget patches of their
unrt's Arm, D\t with the badge of Airborne troops.
6-. Air Defenss Troops wear the uniform, shoulder boards, gorget patches and Arm or
Servlce badges of their unit's Arm.
7. Officers o-f the Legat, Intendance, Medical, Veterinary and Administrative Services
always wear tl-re uniforms of their own Service regardless of the Arm in which they serve.

Serial Arm/Service Rank

Shoulder Boards

Background Piping Centre
Stripes

NCOns
Rank

Insignia

12.

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

13.

(a)
(b)

14.
(a)
(b)
(c)

r5.

16.

(b) (c) (d) G) (f)

Medical and Veterinarv
Services
Generals
Qfficers
NCO's
Officer candidates

Legal Senice (Justice)
Generals
Officers

Administrative Service
C)fficers
NCO's
Officer candidates

Suvorov School Carlets

Workmen in Militarv
Csnstruction Detachinents

Silver
Silver
See (n)
Dark Green

Silver
Silver

Silver
See (n)
Black

Red

Red
Red

Red

Red
Red

Red

Black

White

Red

Red

Red

Silver
Silver

Silver
Silver
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APPENDIX 2

SUBJECT

l. ,A,rms and Services

Uniform
2. Head-dress

Motorized Rifle Troops
Artillery
Armoured Troops
Engineer Troops
Signals Troops
Chemical Troops
MotorTransportTroops
Railway Troops

Radio-Technical T

AA Searchlight Troops

Road Building Units
Construction Units
Pipe Laying Units
Topographic Service

N{ilitary Communica-
tions Service

Engineer-Technical
Service

Intendance Service

Medical Service
Veterinary Service
Legal Service (Justice)
Admini strative Service

Suvorov School Cadets

Workmen of Military
Construction
Detachments

Peaked cap
Field service cap
High fur hat
Fur cap with ear flaps
Tank helmet
Steel helmet

Motostrelkovye Voiska
Artilleriya
Bronetankovye Voiska
Inzhenernye Voiska
Voiska Svyazi
Khimicheskie Voiska
Avtomobilnye Voiska
Zheleznodorozhnye

Voiska
Radiotekhnicheskie

Voiska
Zenitno-Prozhektomye

Voiska
Dorozhnye Chasti
Stroitelnye Chasti
Truboprovodnye Chasti
Topograficheskaya

Sluzhba
Sluzhba Voennykh

Soobshchenii
Inzhenerno-Tekhniche-

skaya Sluzhba
Intendantskaya Siuzhba
Meditsinskaya Sluzhba
Veterinarnaya Sluzhba
Yustitsiya
Administrativnaya

Sluzhba
Vospitanniki

Suvorovskikh
Voennykh Uchilishch

Rabochie Voenno-
Stroitelnykh Otryadov

Furazhka
Pilotka
Papakha
Shapka-Ushanka
Tankobyi Shlem
Stalnoi Shlem

SUBJECT

Uniform-continued
3. Jackets, etc;

4. Trousers, etc.

5. Footwear

6. Topcoats

7. Accoutrements

Open neck jacket

Jacket with stand-up
collar

Tunic
Blouse
Top shirt
Work jacket

Shoulder boards

Gorget patches

Trousers
Breeches

Work trousers
High boots

Shoes

Felt boots
Greatcoat
Fur-lined overcoat

Quilt-lined double-
breasted short coat

Padded jacket

f-length sheepskin coat
Summer overcoat
Women officers'

overcoat
Rain cape

Sam Browne belt
Leather belt
Parade belt
Gloves
Orders
Medals
Badges

Medal ribbons

APPtrNDlX 2 (conllnrrerl)

TRANSLITERATION

Otkrytyi Kitel
Zakrytyi Kitel

Mundir
Gimnastyorka
Verkhnyaya Rubasbka
Kurtka
Pogony

Petlitsy
Bryuki
Bryuki
Bryuki K Kurtke
Sapogi
Polubotinki
Valenki
Shinel
Bekesha

Dvubortnaya Vatnaya
Kurtka
Vatnaya Telogreika
Polushubok
Letnee Palto
Palto Dlya Zhenshchin-

Ofitserov
Plashch-Nakidka
Kozhanoe Snaryazhcnic
Poyasnoi Remen

Paradnyi Poyas

Perchatki
Ordena
Medali
Hagrudnyc Zrrrrk i

I-e nty ( )rrlcrrov

GLOSSARY OF TERMINOLOGY

TERMINOLOGY TRANSLITERATION

8. Orders, etc.

9t




